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HOUSE BILL

AN ACT

SPONSORS:

COMMITTEE:

Section 1 Header

2023 SESSION

[bill number]
relative to religious use of land and structures,
[sponsors|

[eommittes]

23-0183.1
1vDga

ANALYSIS

This bill prohibits zoning ordinances and local land use regulations from burdening religious
land and structures in their use as residential housing.

Explanation:

Matter added to current law appears in bodd ifalics.

Matter removed from current lew appears [beackote and steuckibraugh.|

Matter which is either (o) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular bype.
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ANALYSIS

This bill prohibits zoning ordinances and local land use regulations from burdening religious
land and structures in their use as residential housing.

Explanation:

Matter added to current law appears in bodd ifalics.

Matter removed from current lew appears [beackote and steuckibraugh.|

Matter which is either (o) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular bype.
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Twao Thoewsand Twenity Three
AN ACT relative to religiouz use of land and structures.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened.!

1 Planning and Zoning; Religious Use of Land and Structures; Housing. RSA 674:76 is vepealed
and reenacted to read as follows:
674:76 Religious Use of Land and Structures.

I. Mo zoning ordinance or local land use regulation shall prohibit, regulate, or restrict the
uze of land or structures bazed aclely on the religious nature of the use,

1. No zoning ordinance or local land use vegulation shall impose a substantial burden on the
religious exercize of a person, including a religious assembly or institution, unlesa the regulation is
in furtherance of a compelling governmental interest and is the least restrictive means of furthering
that compelling gevernmental interest. The building of housing to house the unhoused shall qualify
ae religious exercise under thia section.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Twao Thoewsand Twenity Three
AN ACT relative to religiouz use of land and structures.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened.!

1 Planning and Zoning; Religious Use of Land and Structures; Housing. RSA 674:76 is vepealed
and reenacted to read as follows:
674:76 Religious Use of Land and Structures.

I. Mo zoning ordinance or local land use regulation shall prohibit, regulate, or restrict the
uze of land or structures bazed aclely on the religious nature of the use,

1. No zoning ordinance or local land use vegulation shall impose a substantial burden on the
religious exercize of a person, including a religious assembly or institution, unlesa the regulation is
in furtherance of a compelling governmental interest and is the least restrictive means of furthering
that eompelling governmental interest. The building of housing to house the unhoused by a veligious
organization shall qualify as religious exercise under this section.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.




